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and mercy that God hath distanced not only from kindred and
father's house but also from the precious means of grace, which
God knows, to my helpless grief, I am deprived of which though
sore at the present yet I hope will prove sweet in the end and
a tedious absence now will produce a more convenient presence
for the enjoyment of them hereafter. Concerning the outward
man, here is as great a likelihood for the raising my outward
estate as in any place, considering the troubles of this age and
that with a little stock which I trust God will provide for me
by some means or other in his due time. The gentlemen with
whom I reside are very loving unto me and seem desirous of
my company which my present resolution is to grant and your
pleasure manifested to the purpose shall confirm. In the mean
time I request your prayers to God for me that he may help me
so to demean myself in the time of my stay that I may do what
may be pleasing to himself and to those to whom I do belong.
What spare time I have, which in the summer time is indiffer-
ent, I spend in reading God's word and in other good studies
so that the theory of my learning may not be diminished, how-
ever the practice be lost. I submissively crave your blessing
and prayers, desire the prolonging of your many comfortable
years and desist. Your obedient son,

SAMUEL WINTHROP.

One often meets in Sewall and other Puritan au-
thors references and glances at some of the old-time
domestic tragedies now stilled in the grave of time,
which repeat themselves so long as men mismate
and husband and wife repent at leisure. For in-
stance, there is Mrs. Usher. Sewall was her busi-
ness agent, and his Diary refers to her. She was
the daughter of that Lady Alice Lisle who was tried
before Jeffreys and beheaded for alleged complicity
in the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion, 1685. Her
husband was the legal adviser of the High Court
of Justice which condemned Charles I. and perished wish that I may beer death ; which is the cause of our taking
